
 

 

MINUTES 
PETERBOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 

TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Monday, August 17, 2020 – 6:30 p.m. 

Peterborough, New Hampshire 
 
Members Present: Ivy Vann, Judy Wilson Ferstenberg, Tyler Ward, Alan Zeller, 
Rich Clark, Andrew Dunbar, Ed Juengst, Lisa Stone, and Andrew Dunbar  
 
Also Present: Danica Melone, Office of Community Development 
 
Chair Vann called the workshop to order at 6:30 p.m. She noted the checklist to 
ensure meetings are complaint with the Right-to-Know Law during the State of 
Emergency (declared by Governor Sununu, Emergency Order #12, pursuant to 
Executive Order 2020-04 “which authorizes this public body to meet 
electronically.) It was noted the “Zoom” platform was being used for the meeting 
which would allow all individuals to communicate contemporaneously throughout 
the meeting by using the assigned meeting ID.  
 
Ms. Melone welcomed the Members to the workshop. She had prepared a 
Powerpoint presentation for the evening. Ms. Melone noted the presentation was 
three-fold, including a brief history of zoning regulations in Peterborough (1969 
through 2019); the roles and responsibilities of the Planning Board (regulatory and 
on regulatory) and finally special request topics to review.    
 
After a review of zoning in Peterborough Ms. Melone reviewed the regulatory 
responsibilities (subdivision; site plan review; excavation of earth; driveways and 
local zoning ordinance) and then paused for questions and comments. 
 
Ms. Vann noted a NHMA workshop she had attended and that one thing that came 
up was that subdivision regulations are also talking about the financial health of the 
town by not creating unnecessary infrastructure “which is something this Board 
has been talking about over the last 5 to 7 years.” She went on to note she expected 
the Board would be talking about that again in the near future.  
 
Mr. Juengst asked about the excavation and reclamation process (and while we 
have a few, he particularly noted a property off Route 202 South). Ms. Melone 
reviewed this process (including a grandfathering clause) and the reclamation of 
land requirements. 
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Moving on to the non-regulatory responsibilities (The Master Plan (current 
conditions, future  land use, vision for development, guidelines for the Planning 
Board and establishing legal standings for ordinances) and Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) (outlining anticipated for capital expenses (large ticket items) over 
a period of 6 to 20 years). Ms. Melone reviewed these two key items. 
 
After a brief discussion of these requirements and a pause for questions 
(particularly about the Master Plan and its chapter updates), Ms. Melone went on 
to special request topics including the Right-To-Know Law (that all business be 
conducted in an open and fair manner with public access and review allowed). 
Recusal (“it is not abstention for a vote, it is a method to avoid the potential for 
biased or unethical actions or behavior (real or perceived) or a conflict of interest) 
and Workforce Housing (rental and multi-housing opportunities). A review of 
affordable area median income and estimated maximum purchase prices (owning) 
and HUD area median adjustable income adjustments and maximum affordable 
rents (renting) followed. The discussion included the cruelty of the numbers, the 
struggling of residents and actual area median income levels. 
 
The workshop concluded with a short video on “The Value of Downtown” with 
host Joe Minicozzi of Urban 3. Mr. Minicozzi briefly reviewed available assistance 
to towns and cities with their land use, urban design and economics. Ms. Melone 
noted she would send that video out to the group as it did not play well over the 
Zoom platform. 
 
Ms. Vann noted Mr. Minicozzi would be available to come to town and do a value-
per-acre for Peterborough in the form of a webinar for a very reasonable price.  

 
Next Meeting: September 14, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Other Business: None 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Laura Norton  

Office of Community Development 


